
MEN WHO 
PAY FOR SEX 



PUNTERS JUSTIFICATIONS 

Approximately a third of the punters justified buying sex simply as a way for the, 
to satisfy their sexual desires. 
• “freedom to do anything they want in a consequence-free environment.” 
• “You need to know how to manipulate and control them – which is easy with 

street prostitutes – you dangle drink and drugs in front of them.” 
• “It’s a power thing really – being able to get a woman to give you sexual services 

by handing over money” 
• “If a guy wants his hole, go and get it done with, get it out your system.” 

“Prostitution is just like emptying yer baws”. 
• “They know what they’re there for. You get what you pay for without the ‘ n o .’ ” 



CONSUMERISM 

I just think it’s like we live in a consumer society. And I think 
that’s become a bit of a commodity now, really... Just the whole 
sex thing. Because the internet’s there and magazines are 
there and you’ve got images all the time. They’re like pretty 
girls and – I mean I’m not intending to be bigheaded but I’m not 
bad looking, I mean I could get a girl, but meeting that type of 
girl is not that easy, if you know what I mean. (Q101) 
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MALE ENTITLEMENT

If I would try to have sex ... Probably about six times last year.... one 
time, I was told, “You’re obsessed by sex”, and I thought, “hang on a 
minute”, well not really. I’m just trying to be a husband and do my 
thing and have a bit of fun a bit of relaxation and I feel as if I’m 
being rejected. (Oliver, 63, married) 

Motivations of Men who pay for sex 



BUYING SEX AS RAPE 
PREVENTION
“People who might be tempted to commit a sexual crime could get rid of their frustration if they 
can go with a prostitute.” 

“Prostitution keeps a lot of people off the street who might otherwise attack women, such as shy 
people with no confidence.” 

“Men decide to use a prostitute as a surrogate instead of getting sex through subterfuge or 
force.” 

“things you wouldn’t dare ask a normal female for – a female that’s not a prostitute, that’s not 
offering sex for cash.” 

79% of the punters told us that it was easier for them to ask a prostitute to perform certain sex 
acts than to ask their regular partner. Most frequently, these sex acts tended to be oral and anal 
sex. 

Challenging Men’s Demand



EXPLOITATION

A couple of places I visited, it was Slovenian and Polish girls and I 
wondered whether they were kind of being forced into it. But I never 
discussed it with them because I went there just for sex. Although I did 
wonder whether they were being forced into it. (Q10)

I’ve done it with women, that I know who don’t want to do it... in the 
sense that you can just – I suppose you can just tell... when they come 
and see you first, you can see like they don’t want to – as in like they’re 
not very happy, or they might act a little bit stroppy. (Q1)
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WHAT WOULD DETER 
MEN IN SCOTLAND 
FROM BUYING SEX 

If I thought any of those things were 
really going to happen it would be a 
deterrent.” 

“I wouldn’t like to get caught but I’ll go on 
the lack of probability of getting caught. 
If I got caught so would half the male 
population.” 

Being added to a sex offender registry 89% 

Having your picture and/or name on a billboard 86% 

Having your picture and/or name in the local newspaper 84% 

Having to spend time in jail 79% 

Having your picture and/or name posted on the internet 78% 

A letter being sent to your family saying you were arrested for 
soliciting a woman in prostitution 77% 

Greater criminal penalty 72% 

Having your car impounded 70% 

Higher monetary fine 69% 

Required to attend an educational program for men who buy 
prostitutes 56% 



BEYOND THE 
GAZE 


